Congress: The Electoral Connection - the original longhand draft

Back in the 1970s, how did we go about doing our writing? Here is an instance. In the
summer of 1973, | wrote the original draft of Congress: The Electoral Connection in longhand
on (mostly) yellow lined 8x14 legal-sized pads using a number two pencil. That was the way
to go. No computers back then. | didn’t use an electric typewriter or even a manual one. As
for devising a figure (on page 64) and a table (page 92), | drew them by hand. Once | got it all
done, | whipped it off to a professional typist. | kept a photocopy, which | found and fished
out of a closet a few years ago. This is that photocopy. | have left it alone except to supply a
more legible version of page one. That old page is uniquely messy since | seem to have
stuttered at getting into the writing.

| wrote this book draft paragraph by paragraph, footnote by footnote, in a form that went
into print at Yale University Press in 1974 virtually unchanged. | drew on stacks of note cards
and other materials that | had accumulated previously. The actual writing took thirteen
weeks. It was a June-into-September enterprise wedged in between teaching semesters.
There was a rhythm: | wrote during the days and watched the reruns of Sam Ervin’s
Watergate hearings during the evenings.
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Page 1 rendered more accessible — 2/27/16

The first page of the original C:EC draft is uniquely hard to read. Where was | going? There is
a lot of stuttering and crossout. Here is an upgraded version.

| INTRODUCTION

How to study legislative behavior is a question that does not yield a consensual
answer among political scientists. ......cc.ceereeree. An ethic of conceptual pluralism prevails in
the field, and no doubt it should. If there is any consensus it is on the point that scholarly
treatments should offer explanations—that they should go beyond descriptive accounts of
legislators and legislatures to supply general statements about why both of them do what
LHBY D0, iisiciniudussisinmninssnnsiniaibresintnnsssnsonsessusnassesisninnsbor shyubisviearsssss What constitutes a
persuasive explanation? In their contemporary quest to find out, legislative students have
ranged far and wide, sometimes borrowing or plundering explanatory styles from the
neighboring social sciences.

The most important borrowing has been from sociology.......c.ccecessucsuesncsaere In factitis
fair to say that legislative research in the 1950’s and 1960’s had a dominant sociological tone
toit. The literature abounded in terms like “role,” “norm,” “system,” and “socialization.” We
learned that some U.S. Senators adapt an “outsider” role; that ..........cceuuvenee.

! Ralph K. Huitt, “The Outsider in the Senate: An Alternative Role,” ch. 4 in Huitt and Robert L. Peabody (eds.),
Congress: Two Decades of Analysis (New York: Harper and Row, 1969).
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