
Anna Davis Nakaya 
Anna.davisnakaya@yale.edu 

 

EDUCATION 

Brigham Young University August 2024 

Bachelor of Arts: Political Science Provo, UT 

Minor in Philosophy 
▪ GPA 4.0. 
▪ Salutatorian, Summa Cum Laude 
▪ Full tuition scholarship, four years. 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 

▪ American Politics 

▪ Gender In Politics 

▪ Comparative Politics 

▪ Political Identity 

▪ Informal institutions 

▪ East/Southeast Asia 

 

WORKING PAPERS 

Gender Differences in Progressive Ambition among Municipal Elected Officials  

Coauthored with Dr. Adam Dynes and Dr. Alejandra Aldridge 

A large-n observational analysis of elected municipal officials and their ambition to run for higher office. 

Surveyed in 2016 and careers tracked in 2023 to measure whether there are gendered differences in expressed 

and realized ambition. 

 

Thai and Japanese Language Customs and Women’s Economic Opportunities  

Coauthored with Dr. Joel Selway 

A novel experimental inquiry into gendered language among countries whose languages are traditionally coded 

as “gender neutral,” to understand the impact of hierarchical language norms on women’s economic indicators 

including attaining full-time and permanent employment and their ability to gain political office. 

 

Impacts of Personal Experience with Female Leadership in Malaysia and Tanzania  

Coauthored with Dr. Elizabeth McGuire 

A lab-in-the-field experiment used to measure how having a minimal experience with successful female 

leadership impacts general ideas regarding women in leadership roles. Data also gathered to determine the 

impact of limited leadership experience on women’s interest in running for public office. 

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Administrative Assistant Aug 2024-Jun 2025 

Center for the Study of Elections and Democracy Provo, UT 
▪ Research work for CSED fellows including work on major surveys such as CES and AFS. 
▪ Managing physical space for the student lab, student scholarships, any other student questions. 
▪ Budgeting, accounting, conference coordination. 

 

Research Assistant: Comparative Politics Jan 2023-Aug 2024 

Dr. Joel Selway and Dr. Elizabeth McGuire Provo, UT 
▪ Administration, logistic responsibilities for a 30+ person political science conference. 
▪ Literature review, IRB, and experimental design for working papers. 
▪ In-the-field data collection in Malaysia, Tanzania, Thailand, and Japan. 

 
Teaching Assistant: Political Inquiry (Poli 200) Jan 2021-Apr 2024 

Dr. Darren Hawkins and Dr. Chris Krewson Provo, UT 
▪ Graded and provided feedback for 40 papers/week, received grade norming training. 
▪ Taught one-hour section each week. 
▪ Updated assignments. 
▪ Answer student questions, two hours of office time weekly and other flexible availability. 



 
Research Fellow: Center for the Study of Elections and Democracy Lab Jan 2023-Apr 2024 

Undergraduate, American Politics Research Lab Provo, UT 

▪ Provided analysis and feedback on faculty working papers on the topic of American politics.  

▪ Conducted 2 individual research project with faculty mentor feedback and support. 

▪ Presented research papers and posters at student research conferences. 

 

Managing Editor May 2023-Apr 2024 

SIGMA Journal of Political and International Studies Provo, UT 
▪ Oversaw team formation, vet and organize editing teams for each paper published. 
▪ Conducted biweekly editing training for editing teams, held open office hours for editing training. 
▪ Lead data presentation and review of all data visualizations and statistical models presented in papers. 
▪ Managed weekly evaluation of editing team progress. 

 
Research Fellow: Global Politics Lab Aug 2023-Apr 2024 

Undergraduate, Comparative Politics Research Lab Provo, UT 

▪ Provided analysis and feedback on faculty working papers on comparative politics and international 

relations.  

▪ Conducted an individual research project with faculty mentor feedback and support. 

▪ Presented research paper and poster at student research conferences. 

 

Research Assistant: American Politics Oct 2021-Aug 2023 

Dr. David Magleby Provo, UT 
▪ Statistical modeling, regression analysis in Stata on ANES, UCEP, and CCES data. 
▪ Created data visualizations in R using ANES, UCEP, and Census data. 
▪ Managed meetings for RA teams, new RA training, minor editing, and proofreading. 

 
AWARDS AND GRANTS  

FHSS Hinckley Research Grant Jan 2024 

▪ $25,000 

Mary Lou Fulton Mentored Student Research Conference Apr 2024 

▪ Second place research project in Political Science. 

Mary Lou Fulton Mentored Student Research Conference Dec 2023 

▪ First place research project in Civic Engagement. 

David B. Magleby Fellowship Aug 2023 
▪ $1500. 

Wade Jacoby Inspiring Learning Fund  Jun 2023 
▪ $3000. 

Mary Lou Fulton Mentored Student Research Conference Apr 2023 

▪ Second place research project in Political Science. 

Noel and Sidney Reynolds Scholarship Apr 2023 
▪ $500. 

G. Kevin Jones Scholarship Apr 2022 
▪ $1500. 

Deans List Dec 2022, 2021, 2018 

▪ BYU college of Family, Home, and Social Sciences. 

 

SKILLS  

Experimental Methodology  

▪ Lab-in-the-field experimental design and implementation in the US, Malaysia, and Tanzania. 

▪ Survey experimental design and implementation of randomized treatments for comparative and American 

politics research in the US, Thailand, and Japan. 

Observational and Qualitative Methodology  



▪ Large-scale data cleaning for observational data. 

▪ Semi-structured interview design and collection in Thailand and Japan. 

R   

▪ Training and proficiency in data management including randomization, visualization, cleaning, and 

analysis.  

Stata  

▪ Training and proficiency in data management and analysis, especially binomial and multinomial 

regression. 

Japanese Language  

▪ Fluent. 

 

COURSEWORK 

Methods Coursework  

▪ Undergraduate: Political Inquiry; Statistical Analysis (Stata); Data visualization (R); Experimental 

methods; Research Project: Political Theory; Topics in Poli Sci Methods; Center for Elections and 

Democracy Lab. 

Subfield Coursework  

▪ Undergraduate: American Politics and Government; Public Opinion and Voting Behavior; Elections and 

Democracy Research Lab; Politics of Wilds, Parks, and Lands; Contemporary Political Theory. 

Regional/Topical Coursework  

▪ Undergraduate: International Political Economy of Women; International Relations of Asia; Politics of 

Africa; Research Project: International Relations; Research Project: Comparative Politics; Global Politics 

Lab; Mentored Research. 

 

 


