NATO leaders agree to coordinate provision of military assistance,
pledge security assistance, reaffirm Ukraine’s future is in NATO.

British Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
at a bilateral meeting yesterday in Washington during the NATO Summit.

On Tuesday, the heads of state and government of the 32 member states of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization gathered in Washington for their annual
Summit and celebrated the 75" anniversary of the founding of the Alliance in
Washington in April 1949. But they also discussed a number of issues and
challenges facing NATO, of which the most important, and most threatening, is
Russia’s continuing war against Ukraine.

In their Summit Declaration, issued yesterday, the leaders said, “Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine has shattered peace and stability in the Euro-Atlantic
area and gravely undermined global security. Russia remains the most significant
threat to Allies’ security.... At this 75" anniversary Summit, we are taking further
steps to strengthen our deterrence and defence, bolster our long-term support of
Ukraine so it can prevail in its fight for freedom, and deepen NATO’s
partnerships. We warmly welcome President Zelenskyy....We look forward to
meeting with President Zelenskyy in the NATO-Ukraine Council. We reaffirm our
unwavering solidarity with the people of Ukraine in the heroic defence of their
nation, their land, and our shared values. A strong, independent, and democratic
Ukraine is vital for the security and stability of the Euro-Atlantic area. Ukraine’s
fight for its independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity within its
internationally recognized borders directly contributes to Euro-Atlantic

security. We welcome announcements by Allies to provide Ukraine with critical
additional air defence systems as well as other military capabilities.”
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Continuing, the NATO leaders said, “To help Ukraine defend itself today, and
deter Russian aggression in the future, we have:

- Decided to establish the NATO Security Assistance and Training for Ukraine
(NSATU) to coordinate the provision of military equipment and training for
Ukraine by Allies and partners. Its aim is to place security assistance to Ukraine
on an enduring footing, ensuring enhanced, predictable, and coherent

support. NSATU, which will operate in Allied states, will support Ukraine’s self-
defence in line with the UN Charter. NSATU will not, under international law,
make NATO a party to the conflict. It will support the transformation of Ukraine’s
defence and security forces, enabling its further integration with NATO.

- Announced a Pledge of Long-Term Security Assistance for Ukraine for the
provision of military equipment, assistance, and training to support Ukraine in
building a force capable of defeating Russian aggression. Through proportional
contributions, Allies intend to provide a minimum baseline funding of €40 billion
within the next year, and to provide sustainable levels of security assistance for
Ukraine to prevail.

- Taken forward the establishment of the NATO-Ukraine Joint Analysis, Training,
and Education Centre (JATEC), an important pillar of practical cooperation, to
identify and apply lessons from Russia’s war against Ukraine and increase
Ukraine’s interoperability with NATO.

- Welcomed the Secretary General’s decision to appoint a NATO Senior Representative
in Ukraine.”

Importantly, the NATO leaders also made it clear that they are committed to Ukraine
becoming a member state of NATO at some point in the future: “We fully support
Ukraine’s right to choose its own security arrangements and decide its own future, free
from outside interference. Ukraine’s future is in NATO. Ukraine has become
increasingly interoperable and politically integrated with the Alliance. We welcome the
concrete progress Ukraine has made since the Vilnius Summit on its required
democratic, economic, and security reforms. As Ukraine continues this vital work, we
will continue to support it on its irreversible path to full Euro-Atlantic integration,
including NATO membership. We reaffirm that we will be in a position to extend an
invitation to Ukraine to join the Alliance when Allies agree and conditions are met. The
Summit decisions by NATO and the NATO-Ukraine Council, combined with Allies’
ongoing work, constitute a bridge to Ukraine’s membership in NATO. Allies will
continue to support Ukraine’s progress on interoperability as well as additional
democratic and security sector reforms, which NATO Foreign Ministers will continue
to assess through the adapted Annual National Programme.”

The NATO leaders concluded the Declaration with a lengthy indictment of Russia:
“Russia bears sole responsibility for its war of aggression against Ukraine, a blatant
violation of international law, including the UN Charter. There can be no impunity for



Russian forces’ and officials’ abuses and violations of human rights, war crimes, and
other violations of international law. Russia is responsible for the deaths of thousands of
civilians and has caused extensive damage to civilian infrastructure. We condemn in the
strongest possible terms Russia’s horrific attacks on the Ukrainian people, including on
hospitals, on 8 July. Russia must immediately stop this war and completely and
unconditionally withdraw all of its forces from Ukraine in line with UN General
Assembly resolutions. We will never recognize Russia’s illegal annexations of
Ukrainian territory, including Crimea. We also call on Russia to withdraw all of its
forces from the Republic of Moldova and Georgia, stationed there without their
consent.”

Continuing, the leaders said, “Russia seeks to fundamentally reconfigure the Euro-
Atlantic security architecture. The all-domain threat Russia poses to NATO will persist
into the long term. Russia is rebuilding and expanding its military capabilities and
continues its airspace violations and provocative activities. We stand in solidarity with
all Allies affected by these actions. NATO does not seek confrontation, and poses no
threat to Russia. We remain willing to maintain channels of communication with
Moscow to mitigate risk and prevent escalation. We condemn Russia’s irresponsible
nuclear rhetoric and coercive nuclear signaling, including its announced stationing of
nuclear weapons in Belarus, which demonstrate a posture of strategic

intimidation. Russia has increased its reliance on nuclear weapon systems and
continued to diversify its nuclear forces, including by developing novel nuclear systems
and deploying short and intermediate range dual-capable strike capabilities, all of which
poses a growing threat to the Alliance. Russia has violated, selectively implemented,
and walked away from longstanding arms control obligations and commitments,
thereby undermining the global arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation
architecture. We oppose any placement of nuclear weapons in orbit around Earth, which
would violate Article IV of the Outer Space Treaty, and would gravely threaten global
security. We are profoundly concerned by the reported use of chemical weapons by
Russia against Ukrainian forces.”

“Russia has also intensified its aggressive hybrid actions against Allies, including
through proxies, in a campaign across the Euro-Atlantic area. These include sabotage,
acts of violence, provocations at Allied borders, instrumentalisation of irregular
migration, malicious cyber activities, electronic interference, disinformation campaigns
and malign political influence, as well as economic coercion. These actions constitute a
threat to Allied security. We have decided on further measures to counter Russian
hybrid threats or actions individually and collectively and will continue to coordinate
closely. Russia’s behaviour will not deter Allies’ resolve and support to Ukraine. We
will also continue to support our partners most exposed to Russian destabilisation, as
they strengthen their resilience in the face of hybrid challenges that are also present in
our neighbourhood. We are determined to constrain and contest Russia’s aggressive
actions and to counter its ability to conduct destabilising activities towards NATO and
Allies. For our next Summit, we will develop recommendations on NATOQO’s strategic
approach to Russia, taking into account the changing security environment.”
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