
As Russian attacks continue, Putin names a new defense minister 
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UK Defence Intelligence update on the battlefield situation in Ukraine as of Friday. 

Last week, the Russian forces continued their attacks against the Ukrainian forces 

at a number of points along the "contact line" between the forces in eastern and 

southeastern Ukraine. As Friday's British Defense Intelligence map of the 

battlefield situation above indicates, the Russian forces continued to attack in the 

direction of Kupiansk in Kharkiv region, in the area west of the destroyed city of 

Bakhmut from which the Ukrainian forces withdrew after a prolonged siege last 

spring, in the area west of A vdiivka, a small city north of Donetsk city from which 

the Ukrainian forces withdrew in February, and toward the area south of Orikhiv 

in Zaporizhzhia region taken by Ukrainian forces last year. 

But the Ukrainian General Staff reported that the Russian forces also attacked at a 

number of other points along the contact line last week in addition to the points 

identified on the British map above - specifically, toward Lyman in northern 

Donetsk region which, if taken, would provide a pathway southward to the nearby 

cities of Sloviansk and Kramatorsk; toward the area to the west and south of 

Marinka, a small city west of Donetsk city the Russians took in December; and 

toward the area in Kherson region in southern Ukraine where the Ukrainian forces 

established a beachhead on the east bank of the Dnipro River. The General Staff 

also reported that on Friday and Saturday, Russian forces attacked a number of 

small villages northeast of the city of Kharkiv and close to the border with Russia 

Regarding the latter attacks, British Defence Intelligence reported today that 

"Russia's newly-formed Northern Grouping of Forces have attacked into 

Ukraine's Kharkiv region and taken control of several villages. The border town 

of Vovchansk is almost certainly an immediate Russian objective and is currently 







oftalks with other countries about the war. In his inaugural address, he said, "I 

humbly honour our heroes, the participants in the special military operation [his 

name for the war against Ukraine], and all those who are fighting for our 

Fatherland. I would like to thank you again for the trust you have placed in me and 

for your unwavering support .... You, the citizens of Russia, have confirmed that 

the country is on the right course. This is of significant importance right now, as 

we face serious challenges. I see this as your deep awareness of our common 

historical goals, and unwavering resolve to defend our choices, our values, our 

freedom and Russia's national interest. I am confident that we will pass through 

this difficult pivotal period with dignity and emerge even stronger." Continuing, 

he said, "We have been and will continue to be open to strengthening good 

relations with all countries that view Russia as a reliable and honest partner .... We 

are not rejecting dialogue with Western states. The choice is theirs: whether they 

intend to continue trying to contain Russia's development, continue the policy of 

aggression, the relentless pressure they have been exerting on our country for 

years, or seek a path to cooperation and peace. To reiterate, we are open to talks, 

including on security and strategic stability, but not to negotiations from a position 

of strength. We are open to a conversation without arrogance, conceit or 

exceptionalism - a dialogue on an equal footing and with respect for each other's 

interest." 

In his speech at the military parade on May 9, Putin said, "Today we are honoring 

our fathers and grandfathers and grand grandfathers. They defended their native 

land and crushed Nazism, liberated the peoples of Europe and displayed 

unparalleled heroism in combat and on the home front .... Russia is now going 

through a difficult, watershed moment of its history. We are celebrating Victory 

Day against the backdrop of the Special Military Operation. All of those engaged 

in it, on the frontlines, are our heroes. We are humbled by your fortitude and self

sacrifice. All of Russia stands with you. Our veterans, too, believe in you, and they 

are worried about you." 

They should be worried. Ukraine estimates that as of May 9, Russia had 

experienced 478,730 combat losses - that is, soldiers either killed or removed 

from action because of wounds. And there will no doubt be many more before the 

war ends. 
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